
Providing planning solutions for  

agriculture, equestrian, rural business and residential

Last year we celebrated (or didn’t 
really celebrate as it turned out..) 
our 10th year in business. It 
started out with just little old me, 
a laptop and 20 lovely clients.  
By a combination of mostly luck 
and a tiny bit of judgement, we 
are proud of the business we 
have grown into, with now over 
800 clients and a wonderful team 
behind Moule & Co. 

We consider ourselves 
enormously lucky to work 
within an exciting and varied 
farming and rural industry, and 
with wonderful people we are 
fortunate enough to call our 
clients. 

Over the last five years we have 
experienced a huge surge 
in demand for our planning 
services, and this has increased 
tenfold since 2015. 

Earlier this year we made the 
decision to grow our planning 
business further, both in terms 
of geographical reach but also 
our market share. To reflect this, 
we are making some exciting 
changes to our business.

Whilst still trading as Moule & Co 
Ltd, we are effectively splitting 
the business in two parts. Moule 
& Co Rural will continue to offer 
the same, mixed practice rural 
professional advice we always 
have, and this will be ably headed 
up by Melanie Holt who will be 
known to many of you. 

To pursue our goals for growth 
in the planning sector, we are 
rebranding to be The Rural 
Planning Co, specialising in 
Agriculture, Equestrian, Rural 
Business and Residential.

Eight of our existing team are 
moving into this new business 
team, including Angela Cantrill, 
a very experienced planner and 
surveyor based in Shropshire, 
and Justin de Vries, previously a 
Wychavon Planning Officer who 
brings with him some tricks of the 
trade.

Alongside these changes, I am 
delighted to announce that Sally 
Moore, who is a very important 
part of our business and has 
hugely contributed to the growth 
of the business, has been

appointed to the position of 
Managing Director of Moule & 
Co Ltd, overseeing the running 
of both the rural and planning 
departments.

It’s our pleasure to work with you 
and we’d love to know about your 
projects and ideas.

Take a look at our new website:
theruralplanningco.co.uk 
and let us know what you think.

We can still be contacted on 
01299 667344 / 01299 250184 or 
hello@theruralplanningco.co.uk
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In 2020 we worked on a wide range of rural planning jobs throughout the Midlands and further afield. 
If you have ideas or thoughts for your next project why not give us a call to see how we could help you 
fulfill your dreams in the new year.

Talk to us about your dreams, goals and ideas and we will offer realistic strategic planning solutions. 
We want to provide you with clear, straightforward planning advice, in a friendly and honest way. Our 
recent project portfolio includes:

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 2021
New Year, New Start -  
What will your next project be?

• Agricultural buildings applications and    
 permitted development
• New farmyards
• Manure and muck storage
• Tracks and accesses
• Reservoirs and pools
• Slurry stores
• Agricultural workers dwellings

• Farm shops and other retail
• Visitor attractions such as farm parks
• Doggy daycare / cattery
• Caravan storage
• Commercial storage and light industrial buildings
• Barn conversions to holiday lets
• Holiday lets for equestrian tourism
• Lots of glamping!

• Shelters and stables for personal use
• Larger stable complexes for livery and business
• Manèges and arenas
• Gallops and racing facilities
• Studs and other equine business

• Barn conversions (single and schemes)
• Class Q conversions
• Single and multiple village plots
• Self build and new build plots
•	 Affordable	dwellings
• Promotion and option agreements for  
 larger sites

Agriculture Equestrian

ResidentialRural Business



theruralplanningco.co.ukCall us on 01299 250184 / 667344

For more news and articles visit theruralplanningco.co.uk or like us on Facebook
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Introducing our new ‘Land & development’ service. 
What the heck are we up to now?

Well actually it’s just another arm of what we 
already do, but in a slightly different way...

Whilst we admit there’s lots we don’t know, one 
thing we do know a bit about is getting planning 
on farms, buildings, barns, land and villages. Over 
the years we have learnt a few tricks of the trade 
and a planning loophole or two. There is HUGE 
opportunity out there using these loopholes, 
permitted development rights, planning precedents 
and more for farmers and landowners to make 
money out of existing assets.

We want to help you make the most of these 
opportunities; whether its getting planning for 
residential plots to sell or keep for family, adding 
value before a sale, or changing the use to create a 
rental income.

AND EVEN BETTER... we have created a new fee 
structure this will operate through. It costs you 
nothing unless we obtain planning consent, so 
if we aren’t successful you pay nothing. It’s a bit 
like a promotion agreement - where we pay for 
everything, use our expertise to get the best result 
we can and then normally sell it on the open market. 
Only then do we get our percentage – which is 
already agreed upfront with you.

In other words, we put our money where our mouth 
is. If the project doesn’t work, you lose nothing, we 
take it on the chin and move on. If it does work, we 
all go out for a G&T and enjoy it.

So how would we describe ourselves?

‘Thinking like a developer, planning like a  
planner, but firmly on the side of the farmer’.

What are we currently looking for?

1. Agricultural buildings

 •  NOT in an AONB

 • Steel or concrete frame or VERY good    
  condition wooden frame

 • Existing side walls, block, concrete or clad

 • Preferably stand alone, on edge of farmyard or  
  isolated (but not essential)

2.  Land in Wychavon near a village, NOT in   
 greenbelt, for possible self-build plots

3.  Farmyards that have had some commercial  
 use for a number of years including storage  
 buildings (regardless of whether they got   
 planning or not)

4.  Any land or buildings that are not agricultural,  
 eg retail, plant nurseries, scrap metal, storage

5.  Any land you are considering selling as  
 agricultural land, to see if we can increase  
 value prior to sale

And of course we are always on the lookout for any 
strategic land for future residential planning – we 
can work on your behalf promoting it, or selling it, 
or agreeing with a developer – but again always on 
your side, maximising the opportunity.

Give Hannah Moule a call on 01299 250184 or 
667344 to discuss anything confidentially.

Land & development
More, YES MORE new things!  
(Covid has officially sent us crazy…)

• Shelters and stables for personal use
• Larger stable complexes for livery and business
• Manèges and arenas
• Gallops and racing facilities
• Studs and other equine business

• Barn conversions (single and schemes)
• Class Q conversions
• Single and multiple village plots
• Self build and new build plots
•	 Affordable	dwellings
• Promotion and option agreements for  
 larger sites

Equestrian

Residential

Challenge us to find 

something on your  

farm that we can  

increase in value or  

make you money out of. 

Email us with a plan or 

photos and we will  

review it FOR FREE.



The Farm Office, Millridge Farm, Parsons Lane, Hartlebury, DY11 7YQThe Farm Office, Millridge Farm, Parsons Lane, Hartlebury, DY11 7YQ01299 250184 / 667344

“Whilst our background and passion is farming and British agriculture, we have 
stepped out into helping our farming and rural clients make the best of their 
land, buildings and property in a proactive, commercial way. We support our 
clients in adding value, seeking development opportunities, diversifying and 
generating additional revenue streams.”
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